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Tothe Parliament of the Commonwealth of ENGL AN D: 


T he bumble Repreſentation and deſires of divers Freeholders and others well afetted to the Com- 
mompealth of England, inhabiting within the County of Bedford. 


SHEWETH:- 


| Hat whereas we are fallen into thoſe times, wherein the overturningsof many foundations have been cen, and the deceitftineſ of many 
* hearts hath been made manifeſt, and many for.their hypocrifee and rebellion againſt God have been made examples of his juſtice ; and : 
when they have ſhewed themſelves a while, have paſſed away,and their places have not been found nor their names kep* in remembrance:. 
and theſe chenges have been wrought by him who changeth nor, and theſe overturnings bave cometo paſs. thac he might raign' whoſe right it i: 
Now therefore if yoube found ſtandingin like manner, in the ſame places, they will be as Mippery . co you as they were to: thoſe that have both 
gone before and ſucceeded ton; forthe Lord hath appeared in great power and glory to ſtain the pride of all fleſh, and to bring to nought the 
counſels of the wicked,and to make the wrath of men to praiſe him, and the remainder of wrath will hereſtrain : and ohuwepches Tied hath again 
breughr you into your p'aces, and put a great price into your hands,Oh remember what the .l ord hath doneby you and for you in years paſt, what 
a Divine preſenceattended your. Counſels at home, and Armies abroad; and what a terror was upon your enemies round about : but how ſoon 
did you'forget his wonders, when peace and proſperity entred yourborders ? were you not grown negligent in the work of the Lord ? and for 
your remilneſs might he not juſtly have given you upas a prey to the ſpoiler, and for your and our unthankfulneſs (for ſo great deliverances) 
did he nor.ſutier you to be laid alide that fo others might come up to at their parts, whopromiſecd fair; but what is brought forth by them more 
, than aye, many are witneſſes. You have alſo ſeen them made an example before you ; therefore take heed leſt you thirſt after that which they 
thirſted after, and were overturned. For if after all rheſe things onal again do the work of the Lord negligently, will not his diſpleaſure 
\ {moak againſt you above others ? becauſe you bath he known and owned in time paſt. Therefore take heed to your ſelves, leſt fear and an evil 
hearr ſurp!ize you. and weaken your kands: Bur be of good courage, and do the work of the Lord perfe&ly, wich an upright heart (not fear- | 
ing whac man can do unto you) and let every abominable thing be removed, that ſo no brand may remain upon you; and them hearts and pray= 
ers of the upright will be fer you, and the lives and eſtates of your Repreſenters ſhall freely be expoled for your ſafety, in your proſecuting of theſe 
and other good and righteous things which we humby propoſe as followeth. Porn Ts S 
|. Thar that greatand intolſerab'e burthen of Tithes ({o long complained agai: ft) may be removed, which hath been brought in Cmany hun- 
. dreds of years lince the days of Chriſt) by the Pope, as a maintenance for his Miniſters, grounded upon miſinterpretation of Scripture, and the 
people being poſſeſſed rhar it » ould free them from the pains of Purgatory, and was teſtified againſt by our famous Reformers Fobx Wickliff, Wal- 
ter Brute, VVilliam Thorp, and divers others who fuffered in teſtimony againſt ic,and other innovations, and is found in our dayes a very great 
oppreſſion to the Hugbandman (it many times exceeding the full years value of the Jand) as alſo a great burthen on the conſciences of very many 
upright hearted people, who have ſuffered the ſpoiling of their goods, and impriſonment of their bodies, as a teſtimony againf it (throngh the evil 
execution of bad Miniſters of the Law) which Law it lelf is grounded upon a ſuppoſed precedent right, which is now found to have no footing in 
the Scriptures, nor ſound reaſon, on which all our Laws ought tobe grounded. Yet fo that reſpe& be had, that ſome reaſonable ſatisfa&tion may 


be-made co Impropriators according to equity and a good conſcience, bur not by continuarce of Tithe paying, and alſo that Mortuaries and all 


otferings and ocher like thin: s may be quice rooreq up. BS | Bo, | | 
- * 11, Thatthe Camman Law of chis Cnmmonwealeh > ve truly regulated (rien R— peirg made the ground thereofJand plainly known in 
the Engliſh congue what they are, and that all Actions of Treſpaſs, and things of {mall value may be ſpeedily tried in every County, and that the 
chargable and cedious ſuits 1n the Chancery and Exchequer Chamber may cicher be regulated to Je'scharge, or taken away, and that no man be 
forced by oarh or otherwiſe tobe his own accuſer, ang that none may be oondomnd = iu Cht=mberz-vr Cunrs,”-bur in open Courts by 
the verdi& of their Peers,and offenders. may receive puniſhment proportionable to cherr offences. And that the Miniſters of the Law may be liable to 
juſt puniſkment, in caſe they a& contrary to, or refuſe to do Juſtice according to law and equity ; all which puniſhments to be aſcertained, and 
Not left at will ; and that all penal Laws which arc a ſnare upon many good members of the Commonwealth may ſpeedily be repealed, and the 
reſt ſo abridged, as that the people maynot of neceſſity be ignorant of any part of the Law under which they live. Alſo that no perſon that is to - 
enter into any office be cauſed to take any oath, or make any ſolemn promule, which he ſhall not be able to perform, or cannot perform with a 


good conſcience. | Bs 
eaceably in godlineſs and honeſty, though of different perſwaſions in matters of faith and 


IT I. That proviſion may be made, that ſuch who live li "F | la 
worſhip, may be equa'ly prote&ed and encouraged, and that the civil liberty ofall perſons within this Commonwealth be fo tendered, that nei- 
ther their perſons may be impriſoned, nor their goods taken away, without the breach of ſome known Law, and due proſecution thereupon. And 


chat all ſuch Magiſtrates and Miniſters of Juſtice, Jay lors, Bailiffs, and others may be proceeded agai: ſt, and made exemplary who have ated or 


ſhall aft contrary hereunto. | | 
IV. Thatthe Malitia of this Commonwealth may be ſpeedily ſetled inthe hands of ſuch faithful perſons ,who have manifeſted the continuance of 
their integrity to the Good old Carſe of juſtice and freedom, and that all faithful perſons who have been ejeted our of places of truit military or 


civil, or for conſcience ſake have been neceſſitated to quit cheir employments, may be ſpeedily inviced and reſtored to their former capacities, and 
that none for the furure may be imployed inany place of truſt, but ſuch who are fitly qualified chereunto, and have (without declention) mani- 
felted their good affefion to the Commonwealth. And that ſpecial care may be had to keep off all flatterers and time ſervers. | 

V. That Wills may be proved, and adminiſtration of goods and chattels granted in every County, and that all perſons may have power to 
egacies and Portions in every ſuch County, and that for the preventing of fraud, a Regiſter may be kept in each Coun- 


ſue for their reſpe&ive Leg d, 
ty,of all ſales of lands and mortgages, and things of like nature, and that Deodands may be taken off, and if any perſon ſhall kill eicher themſelves 


or others, yet their heirs and innocent families may not thereby be deprived of their right. - Ss 

V I. That as you thought fit to take away wardfhips as a badge of the Norman yoak, to the great eaſe of perſons of great eſtates {though they 
much enriched the publick Treaſury.) ſo you would take ſome effeCtual courſe for the alteration of Coppy-hold tenures (as great a mark of Ty- 
ranny) that the poer Tenants thereof may not be left to the mercy of the Lords of ſuch Mannors(whileſt great men are made free) but may all 
have a proportionable taſte (in their capacities) of the benefit of a Commonwealths freedom. 

VI}. That in due ſeaſon care may be taken, that the perſons intruſted with the Legiſlative power, may not be perpetuated in their power, 
bue that all perſons within this Commonwealth may taſte of ſibje&ion as well asofrule ; and in order thereunto thac.in convenient time pro- 
viſion may be made for an cqual diſtribution of ele&ions, and a due and ſafe eleQing of the Repreſentatives of this Commonwealth with ſuch due 
qualitications beth of the Ele&ors and Ele&ed, as may conlift with the intereſt and welfare thereof, and that all thoſe who have not given ſome 


fignal teſtimony of their good affe&tion to the Good od cauſe, may be uncapuble of being eletted. 


This Repreſentation being read VVedneſday, Fune 16. the deliverers thereof were called in, and Mr. Speaker, by order of the Houſe, gave them 
this anſwer ; Gentlemen, The Houſe bath read over your Rep' eſentation and Deſires, and they have obſerved the particulars, and therein 
find your good affettions expreſſed; and for that the Houſe have commanded me to give you their Thanks, and T do give you the Thanks of 


this Houſe for your good affetiions ; aud as 


the Nation, into confideration in due time. 


— — 
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for the particulars in your Petition, the Houſe will take ſuch of them, as they ſhall find good for —© 


